
 FORT MEIGS UNION CEMETERY BOARD 
MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, September 21, 2022 at 8:00 a.m. 
 

The Fort Meigs Union Cemetery Board met on the above date with the following members present:  Gary Britten, 
Jonathan Smith and Robert Warnimont.  Also present were Superintendent Stephanie Cox, Assistant Superintendent 
Howard Brebberman and Fiscal Officer Linda Wilker.   
 
Regular Meeting: 
Mr. BRITTEN moved to dispense with reading of the minutes of August 17 regular meeting and accept them as written. 
Seconded by Mr. SMITH. 
Roll Call:  Britten YES; Smith YES; Warnimont YES; motion carried. 
 
Mr. SMITH moved to approve warrants #7882 - #7888 and electronic payments in the amount of $32,306.61. 
Seconded by Mr. BRITTEN. 
Roll Call:  Britten YES; Smith YES; Warnimont YES; motion carried. 
 
Mr. SMITH moved to approve the following reports for the month of August 2022 as submitted by the Fiscal Officer: 

Bank Reconciliation    Payroll Wage and Overtime Reports 
Appropriation Summary  and Status  Bank Statements and Check Images 
Fund Summary and Status   Investment Statement 
Revenue Summary and Status   Bank and Investment Spreadsheets 
Payment Listing     Budget-to-Actual Spreadsheet 
Cash Flow Summary    Burial and Sales Statistics 

Seconded by Mr. BRITTEN. 
Roll Call:  Britten YES; Smith YES; Warnimont YES; motion carried. 
 
Correspondence: 
None 
 
Old Business: 
None 
 
New Business: 
 Request from Susan Hicks for the Cemetery to repurchase one grave located in Block 7 Lot 98 Grave 3 for the 

original purchase price of $100.   
Ms. Cox stated that the grave was sellable and approved the repurchase. 
 
Mr. BRITTEN moved to approve the request from Susan Hicks to repurchase one grave located in Block 7 Lot 98 Grave 3 
for the original purchase price of $100. 
Seconded by Mr. SMITH. 
Roll Call:  Britten YES; Smith YES; Warnimont YES; motion carried. 
 
Fiscal Officer Report: 
None. 
 
Assistant Superintendent Report: 
Mr. Brebberman reported on the following items: 
 Foundations – Poured 45 foundations on 9/8 for summer pour.  Mini-excavator worked well and we’re planning to 

rent again for the fall pour.  Two employees dug all 45 foundations in one week, saving many manhours.  The cost 
was $700 plus additional fees for a total of approximately $820. Had issues with the concrete buggies which were 
rented from Great Lakes Rental since we had a credit on the account.  The first buggy broke down and the second 
buggy started on fire during the pour.  No one was injured and the pour was completed after those delays. 
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 Cemetery software – Ms. Cox, Mr. Brebberman and Mrs. Wilker participated in software demos from five 

companies.  There is some exciting records and mapping software out there.  Mr. Brebberman has three proposals 
and is waiting for two more.  One proposal will be presented at the October 19 Board meeting. 

 Broken handhole – Typically fixed by the utility company (in this case either AT&T or Buckeye) that owns it. The 
sewer project contractor has placed it as a high priority but it may take time to fix. 

 
Superintendent Report: 
Ms. Cox reported on the following items: 
 Fence – Drove trustees along the SR 25 fence line.  Mr. Smith was concerned about keeping fencing along multiuse 

path near ravine so that no one falls and rolls into it.  He thought that a split rail fence would work there and would 
adhere to City zoning rules. He thought even matching wrought iron fencing along SR 25 and Front Street might be 
nice.  Mr. Warnimont questioned having fencing near retaining wall.  Mr. Brebberman suggested planting bushes 
there.  Mr. Warnimont also suggested contacting Cedar Creek Church, who has parishioners interested in service 
projects, to possibly paint the remaining chain link fence black.  Mr. Britten stated that there are repairs to make 
before it can be painted, especially along Front Street.  He suggested also checking with local juveniles or Court for 
persons who want/need community service hours.  Mr. Brebberman stated that the sewer project contractor was 
waiting for a decision on the fence to determine what, if any, repairs needed to be made. 

 
Mr. BRITTEN moved to remove the fencing along SR 25. 
Seconded by Mr. SMITH. 
Roll Call:  Britten YES; Smith YES; Warnimont YES; motion carried. 
 
 Extra property across from church – Mr. Smith asked when that area may be used and Mr. Warnimont stated that it 

may be up to 20 years.  Mr. Smith stated that the City works with the Toledo Zoo on creating natural habitats and, 
possibly, something similar may be done there.  Mr. Brebberman felt that the natural areas on the Trail aren’t 
particularly pleasing but appear more like weeds growing.  Mr. Smith wanted to formulate ideas that may make the 
extra property appealing without requiring so many manhours of work to maintain. Mr. Warnimont asked how 
many acres were there if a farmer wanted to use it and Mr. Brebberman thought 10-15. Mr. Britten mentioned that 
there were a lot of tiles and old foundation which couldn’t be used for farming. 

 Ditch – Bank is falling in.  Mr. Britten remarked that it would have to be dug out and have rocks placed.  Ms. Cox 
asked if it was the City responsibility and stated that City personnel have been out to inspect it and take photos.  Mr. 
Warnimont reminded the Board that the City had at one time received a grant, which included 26 Cemetery trees, to 
remove Emerald Ash trees.  After many conversations, about 4-6 trees were actually removed by the City and the 
Cemetery paid to remove several more. Mr. Smith said that he would go back to the City to confirm that the portion 
of the ditch along SR 25 was the City’s responsibility.  Mr. Warnimont said that once we know which part of the ditch 
is the Cemetery’s responsibility, the staff could take time in the winter to remove dead trees. Ms. Cox stated that 
her staff removes trees that fall and block the ditch.  Mr. Brebberman questioned if there is an easement for the 
ditch and, if not, perhaps there should be.  Mr. Smith remarked that the Public Utilities committee has been 
considering possible solutions including enlisting the public’s help to keep the ditch areas cleaned/maintained. 

 Hoffman Family Estate – The family wants to plant bushes along the back of the estate and understand that the 
family would be responsible for taking care of the bushes.  She stated that she has no issue with the landscaping. 

 
Mr. SMITH moved to approve the landscaping plan for the Hoffman Family Estate as presented.  
Seconded by Mr. BRITTEN. 
Roll Call:  Britten YES; Smith YES; Warnimont YES; motions carried. 
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Mr. Smith had thoughts about ways to obtain donations for the Cemetery.  Mrs. Wilker stated that, perhaps, the Board 
should consider creating a long-term plan for the Cemetery once the fence is down and new software/website is in 
place.  Being able to market a plan with long-term goals may spark interest in donations and/or bequeaths. She thought 
the public may be encouraged to donate if their names could be attached such as a road, bench, etc.  Mr. Brebberman 
thought new software/website would afford the opportunity for the public to become involved.  Mr. Smith liked the 
idea of the software making the Cemetery more accessible to the public.  Mr. Brebberman suggested that, for instance, 
the VFW could promote a walking tour of notable veterans.  Ms. Cox stated that the tours and various marketing tools 
were exciting.  Mr. Smith is interested in finding ways to promote the Cemetery and fund raise since a ballot issue likely 
wouldn’t be feasible.  He stated that there are families who appreciate the Cemetery and staff and may wish to become 
more involved. 
 
Mr. Warnimont asked if the family estates were cleaned up for the winter.  Ms. Cox stated that the Fairhurst and 
Kasperzak families hadn’t done anything yet but other family estates looked good.  Mrs. Wilker wondered if we’d ever 
have the time to perform the work under contract for family estate owners.  Mr. Smith suggested that the Cemetery 
could enter into longer term contracts, i.e. 10 or 15 years, to be prepaid for services.  Mrs. Wilker stated that we would 
have to have a fee schedule in place to make such charges.  Mr. Smith stated that any contracts could  include a clause 
that landscaping could be removed for non-payment.  Mr. Warnimont suggested contacting landscapers to provide 
estimates for work as a basis for our charges.  
 
Adjournment: 
Mr. SMITH moved to adjourn to 8:00 a.m. October 19, 2022 regular meeting. 
Seconded by Mr. BRITTEN.  Motion carried v.v. 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Chairman      Fiscal Officer 


